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IBC SOLAR installs solar panels on the Hermitage Amsterdam 

 

Amsterdam, April 25, 2019 – IBC SOLAR, a global leader in photovoltaic (PV) systems 

and energy storage, has recently installed modern solar panels on the roof of the 

Hermitage Amsterdam museum, which dates from 1861 and is one of the most historical 

buildings in Amsterdam. This way, the Hermitage aims to contribute to the social 

movement of sustainability and to its own green ambitions. But making monumental 

buildings more sustainable is not easy. With the installation of solar panels on the roof 

of the Hermitage, IBC SOLAR ensures a safe and high-quality supply of sustainable 

electricity. 

Many museums are located in monumental buildings. Many valuable works of art are kept 

within the walls of museums that need to be protected against damage caused by too much or 

too little daylight. Nevertheless, the climate of the exhibition rooms must also be well regulated 

to preserve the valuable art. The Hermitage undertakes sustainable initiatives to overcome 

these challenges. 

 

Solar panels for an optimal museum climate 

IBC SOLAR provides a solution for the latter issue. The crucial air conditioning of the 

monumental building is partially running on solar energy through installed solar panels. The 

expectation is that more than 80,000 kWh of sustainable electricity can be generated in the first 

year, which is roughly equivalent to 30 households (Source: NIBUD). This way, the climate of 

the exhibition rooms can also be optimally and sustainably controlled while the rooms offer a 

safe home for the art. 

 

Sebastiaan Lagendaal, Head of Facilities & Security Hermitage Amsterdam: “After an intensive 

tendering process, we opted for IBC SOLAR. They understood our additional requirements with 

regard to the structural installation of the PV panels and additional fire safety requirements. As 

the owner of a national monument, you want a partner to treat your building with the same 

amount of respect and care as you do which occasionally requires a different approach or more 

preliminary research. IBC SOLAR took on this challenge with us. " 

 

High level of difficulty due to monumental requirements 

Making monumental buildings sustainable is often a complicated job due to all kinds of extra 

regulations and (quality) requirements. The installation of solar panels, therefore, has been 

quite challenging. For example, the solar panels are not allowed to be visible from public spaces 

and several permits are required prior to installing the panels. In addition to regulations, such a 

project also has a higher degree of difficulty from a construction engineering perspective. As no 

modifications can be made to the monumental building, installation applications such as 

conventional roof hooks are also not allowed. Furthermore, the building has different roof 

shapes. In collaboration with the constructors involved, the IBC SOLAR project department has 



 

                    

found the right solution. The IBC SOLAR TopFix 200 mounting system offers sufficient 

possibilities to build a high-quality installation. 

 

Due to the high level of difficulty, IBC SOLAR has doubled the quality control during the 

installation. All actions were measured, tested and checked at least twice, both mechanically 

and electrically. After extensive coordination and collaboration  with all parties involved, IBC 

SOLAR has delivered a high-quality installation. 

 

Harold Salden, IBC SOLAR Netherlands:  

“IBC SOLAR accepted the great challenge of providing a monumental building from 1683 with 

solar panels. Thanks to efficient climate control, insulation and a multiple use of thermal storage 

with the neighboring Hortus Botanicus, the Hermitage is able to reduce its energy consumption 

even more and to make it more sustainable from now on. The care and responsibility that the 

Hermitage pursues in terms of sustainability is in line with our ideas. IBC SOLAR guarantees 

the Hermitage the highest quality and is proud to have been able to realize this installation on 

the beautiful building on the Amstel.” 

 

More information on the company’s international services, as well as further news and product 

highlights from IBC SOLAR, can be discovered at the Intersolar Europe (Munich, May 15 to 17, 

2019), Europe’s leading trade fair for solar technology, in hall A3, booth 470. 

 

About IBC SOLAR 

IBC SOLAR is a leading global provider of photovoltaic and energy storage solutions and services. The 

company offers complete systems and covers the entire product range from planning to the turnkey 

handover of photovoltaic systems. The product range comprises solar parks, self-consumption systems for 

commercial enterprises and private households, off-grid photovoltaic systems and diesel hybrid solutions. 

As a project developer and general contractor, IBC SOLAR implements and markets major solar projects 

worldwide. The manufacturer-independent system house guarantees the highest quality for all projects 

and has currently implemented photovoltaic systems with an output of 4,2 gigawatts worldwide. IBC 

SOLAR works with a close network of Premium Partners and supports them with their own software tools 

for planning and designing grid-connected systems including storage systems. IBC SOLAR offers 

customised packages for energy providers, municipal utilities and providers of photovoltaic solutions. The 

company ensure the best possible output of solar parks through technical management and monitoring. 

 

IBC SOLAR was founded by Udo Möhrstedt in Bad Staffelstein in 1982 who has managed the company as 

the Chairman of the Executive Board to date. The system house is a pioneer of the energy turnaround in 

Germany and is especially committed to energy cooperatives with its own planned public solar parks. The 

company is active internationally with numerous regional companies, sales offices and partner companies 

in more than 30 countries. 
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