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Furniture store celebrates its 25th anniversary with solar power 

In eastern Germany, Möbel Starke OHG is now using its own photovoltaic system to meet a 

third of its annual electricity needs 

 

Bad Staffelstein/ Schönbach, September 13, 2015 — Wöhlk Solar GmbH, Premium Partner of 

the German photovoltaic (PV) system provider IBC SOLAR AG, planned and constructed a PV 

system for one of Saxony’s leading furniture stores. Now, one year after the plant's 

commissioning—and just in time for Möbel Starke OHG's 25th anniversary celebration— the 

furniture manufacturer and vendor is using solar power to produce over a third of the 

electricity it needs, meaning it now relies far less on the utilities grid.  

 

Right from the outset, plans for the construction of a new logistics centre at the family-run 

organisation’s headquarters in Schönbach in summer 2014 featured a roof-mounted photovoltaic 

system. The electricity this system now produces is primarily used in the neighbouring carpentry hall, 

where bespoke pieces of furniture for retirement homes and student housing are built. Power saws, 

drills and exhaust systems account for the bulk of the power consumed there. One year after the plant 

was commissioned and twenty-five after the company was founded, the savings brought by the 

system are showing in terms of both electricity procurement and operating costs. In its first year of 

operation, the solar plant produced 70,000 kilowatt hours of electricity for internal consumption, 

meeting a third of the furniture company's electricity needs. Accordingly, the company was able to 

spend a third less obtaining electricity from utilities providers. 

 

Sustainability: part of the business model 

"We are proud that, over four generations, the family business we originally founded in 1900 has 

continued to expand, developing into a thriving company with multiple stores," says owner Uwe 

Starke. "And we firmly believe that optimized operating costs and sustainable energy consumption are 

important aspects of a successful business model. This was why, when planning our new warehouse, 

we made a conscious decision at the outset to integrate a modern photovoltaic system that would 

enable us to produce our own electricity."  

 

IBC SOLAR’s Premium Partner Wöhlk Solar GmbH, took various factors into account when designing 

the plant, in order to find the perfect individual solution for the furniture company. The load profile and 

structural conditions of the hall roof were taken into consideration, as was the company’s requirement 

that 80 per cent of the energy produced should be consumed internally in order to make the 

investment as economical as possible. In order to ensure the longevity of the PV system - and thus 

the security of the investment -, high-quality components like the IBC-brand PolySol 250 VM played a 

key role for Möbel Starke as well. 
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Power generation perfectly adjusted to the company’s needs 

In order to ensure the system would meet as many of the company’s needs as possible, Wöhlk Solar 

conducted a load profile analysis, and then decided to construct a system with modules oriented 

southwest and northeast. Having the generators oriented in different directions ensures that the 

system can produce electricity even during the early-morning hours, as well as late into the evening. 

This corresponds perfectly with the timings of the company's furniture-production shift operations, 

which begin at 5:30 am and end at around 7 pm. Wöhlk opted to use IBC's AeroFix flat-roof mounting 

system so as not to damage the building's delicate, flat foil roof. The IBC AeroFix system has 

integrated aluminium-clad structural preservation mats and is not bolted to the roof. The modules' flat 

angle of inclination (just 10 degrees) also makes them both suitable for northeast-oriented systems 

and extremely windproof. This last feature saved the installers a great deal of work: just 96 kilograms 

of additional ballast were required to weigh down the PV system. This ensures that the building's 

load-bearing reserves will not even be strained under additional weight (that of snow, for example).  

 

Project details: 

 

Location: Schönbach (Lausitz), Saxony 

Roof type: Flat foil roof 

Generator orientation: Northeast / Southwest 

Number of modules: 384 (PolySol 250 VM) 

Sub-construction: IBC AeroFix East-West 

Plant capacity: 96 kWp 

Electricity production: 910 kWh/kWp  

Internal consumption rate: 
around 80% (around 70,000 

kWh / a) 

Electricity for: 
Logistics and furniture 

production (carpentry) 

Grid connection: July 2014 

Operator: Möbel Starke OHG  

Installer: Wöhlk Solar GmbH 

 

About Wöhlk Solar 

We have been planning and installing photovoltaic systems since 2005, and have successfully realized well over 
500 projects during that time— everything from small 2 kWp plants to megawatt-range projects. In recent years, 
the market has shifted its focus from pure electricity infeeds to usage-optimized systems for direct internal 
consumption. Thanks to our experience and our special design programs, we can plan any system to meet its 
operator's individual needs. 

Together with our electrical and roofing partners, we operate throughout the entire Lausitz region, from 
Eisenhüttenstadt to Dresden and Zittau. 
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Contact: 

Wöhlk Solar GmbH 
Robert Haaser (CEO) 
Tel. (+49) 3591 372735 
Robert.haaser@woehlk.de  

 
About IBC SOLAR 

IBC SOLAR is a leading global specialist in photovoltaic systems, offering complete solutions for power 
production from solar energy. The family-owned and operated company covers the entire spectrum, from 
planning to the turnkey handover of photovoltaic installations. Globally, IBC SOLAR has already implemented 
more than 160,000 photovoltaic systems with a total capacity of more than 2.7 gigawatts (GWp). The scale of 
these installations ranges from photovoltaic power plants and solar parks, which feed electricity into the grid, to 
systems for commercial self-consumption and off-grid systems. IBC SOLAR sells its photovoltaic components 
and systems over an extensive network of local installers. As project developer, IBC SOLAR plans, implements 
and offer large scale solar projects worldwide. Through maintenance and monitoring, IBC SOLAR ensures an 
optimal performance of the solar parks. 
 
IBC SOLAR was founded in 1982 in Bad Staffelstein, Germany, by CEO Udo Möhrstedt. IBC SOLAR is 
represented by several subsidiaries around the world and is directed from its headquarters in Bad Staffelstein. 
 
 
Media contact: 

IBC SOLAR AG 
Iris Meyer (Press Officer) 
Am Hochgericht 10 
96231 Bad Staffelstein, Germany 
Tel.: +49 9573 / 92 24 780 
Iris.meyer@ibc-solar.de 
 
FleishmanHillard Germany GmbH 
Carolin Westphal / Eric Claassen  
Blumenstrasse 28 
80331 Munich, Germany 
Tel.: +49 89 / 230 316 - 0 
ibc.de@fleishmaneurope.com 
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